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Introduction
(in•truh•duhk•shuuhn) noun

___________________________________

Few people could have previously imagined

the conversations we had in the year 2020.

The deaths of Breonna Taylor, George

Floyd, and others led to discussions that seemed

tangential to the facts of the case. If you hadn’t been

paying attention, you’d think, why are we

discussing the virtues of rioting? I thought this was

about a murder.

The COVID-19 pandemic brought on

conversations humanity hasn’t had to discuss since

the Spanish Influenza, distorted by the realities of

modern life and garbled by politics.

Finally, the American presidential election

surfaced legitimate but contrasting biblical

interpretations to justify voting for Biden, Trump,

third party, or even not at all.

During that turbulent year, and especially

during the election, Christians encouraged one

another by remembering God’s sovereignty. They

shared posts like, “No matter what happens, Jesus

is King.”
1

Because this was online, non-Christians

saw it too.

But to the non-Christian, this statement is

useless, even meaningless. A non-Christian doesn’t

believe in the God of the Bible, at least not in the

1
This is not an exact quote, but a generalized sentiment

shared online, coming from the following tweet.
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way a Christian does. They don’t believe Jesus is

King nor that God is sovereign. Therefore, it’s not

an encouraging statement to the non-Christian as it

is to the Christian; it was never meant to be.

Still, a progressive church leader foresaw an

offense non-Christians might have taken to the

statement, “No matter what happens, Jesus is

King.” He tweeted:

“As a pastor, I want to encourage folks to avoid toxic

theology today (and every day). ‘No matter what

happens, Jesus is King’ is a form of faith that invalidates

the lived experiences of faithful people all over the

country who have been harmed by this administration.”
2

This tweet by Fort Worth minister Rev.

Plunkett went viral. Receiving so much attention,

he followed it with another tweet, welcoming direct

messages and linking a supporting sermon. And so,

another unexpected conversation turned national in

2020: God’s sovereignty.

Christians who shared the sentiment that

“No matter what happens, Jesus is King” correctly

recognized that what would happen on that first

Tuesday in November would not change God’s plan

for the world. My former professor said it so well in

2
@FrogPreacher. “As a pastor, I want to encourage folks

to avoid toxic theology today (and every day). ‘No matter

what happens, Jesus is King’ is a form of faith that

invalidates the lived experiences of faithful people all

over the country who have been harmed by this

administration.” Twitter, 3 Nov. 2020, 9:52 a.m.,

www.twitter.com/FrogPreacher/status/1323639203092

176896.
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a lecture, “Our votes [don’t] magically have the

ability to thwart the plan of God himself.”
3

It

wouldn’t necessarily be the end of the world

whether Trump or Biden won the election. This

reminder of God’s sovereignty was not fatalistic

indecision; it was a charge from Christians for

Christians to view our circumstances in the context

of eternity.

By and large, Christians do not need to

qualify to non-Christians statements they speak to

one another. “No matter what, Jesus is King” was

never meant to have meaning to non-Christians.

Rev. Plunkett’s error was his suspicion of how

non-Christians might receive a statement that only

makes sense from one Christian to another. Often,

what a Christian says to another Christian will be

misunderstood by a non-Christian.

It’s not exclusionary to say this; it’s simply a

reality. For example, if two people are from Boston,

they’ll use colloquial terms and abbreviate

highways. If a lifelong resident of Detroit overhears

their conversation, the Michigander will be utterly

lost. He may try to piece the conversation together

using context clues, but he might mistake a

neighborhood for someone’s name.

It’s important to know one’s audience, so of

course there are ways to say things that might

encourage listener response. But, Rev. Plunkett’s

3
Smith, Dr. Mark Caleb, “Prophetic Witness in the 2020

Election.” Cedarville University Chapel, 27 Oct. 2020,

Cedarville, OH. Chapel Lecture.
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rush to decry “No matter what happens, Jesus is

King” eclipses gospel truth. When relationship and

political correctness is prioritized over truth, the

gospel regularly gets put on the back burner.

In gentleness and respect, Christians are

commanded to give a reason for the hope we have

within us. But, if we justify our message so any

passing non-Christian comes across a sermon

sound bite and it impels Pollyanna inspiration

rather than offensive conviction, we’re not

preaching the whole Bible. This is not to say all of

our conversations are aimed at condemning

potential Christians, only that the heart of Christ

and the message of the cross are necessarily

contradictory to the values of someone who is

indifferent or antagonistic toward them.

So, the Christian’s task in a world constantly

redefined by transitory conjectures is to understand

that world as God created it and as he revealed it is

after the Fall. We should be defending the terms

and concepts he invented rather than reshaping

them to save face.

Some words mean one thing to a Christian

and another thing to non-Christians. That explains

Rev. Plunkett’s confusion. Other words are

overused to where the speaker assumes that their

definition is universally accepted. As Inigo Montoya

told his Sicilian boss who overused ‘inconceivable’

in The Princess Bride, “You keep using that word. I

do not think it means what you think it means.”

Often, the used definition is contested and

sometimes doesn't even fit the situation.
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Contemporary dictionaries have newly

defined familiar words and added new words

entirely to suit societal changes. Today in the

United States, for example, it’s hard to divorce

‘pride’ from an LGBTQ parade. But ‘pride’ still

means satisfaction in oneself, deserved or not.

For the Christian, even after centuries of

Bible translation, God defined words when he

created the world. Christians shouldn’t consult

Merriam-Webster or UrbanDictionary to know

what ‘sin,’ ‘marriage,’ and ‘justice’ are. We look to

the Bible.

You’ve probably already noticed this is not a

traditional dictionary. It’s only 40-some pages and

the table of contents lists only eight words, and

those are not even in alphabetical order! The

Christian’s Dictionary is not a comprehensive

lexicon but a persuasion to read the Bible to make

sense of the world, because the world’s conceptions

fall woefully short of God’s creation.

In the following chapters, I’ll consider

misused and now-household words and discuss

why it’s important for Christians to have a

dictionary different from the world’s.

9
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Part I

Words God Invented
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The world, specifically the West, may be

able to approximate the definitions of words like

‘forgiveness’ and ‘trust’ but these are so rooted in

the Judeo-Christian tradition that their guesses lack

the proper context and thus the words’ true

meanings.

However, these intangible concepts must be

borrowed by non-Christians because they are

critical to interpersonal relations. They’re used in

the courtroom, family dynamics, and team-building

exercises. Still, in their borrowing, the world has

adulterated them, adding new definitions, tossing

out old, and stretching them to fit personal

opinions rather than aligning with God’s authored

definition.

‘Fear,’ ‘love,’ and ‘judgment’ are three more

words that Christians must recognize as having

been hijacked by the world. If we’re sincere about

our trust in God, we’ll want to know and use them

in their full biblical meaning.

As a caveat to The Christian’s Dictionary

and to forward wise counsel, I want to be sure we

avoid two mistakes made by people who consult a

dictionary while doing morning devotions. These

were identified in an article written by Knoxville,

Tennessee pastor Derek Griz.

1. “[W]e must remember that the dictionary is

recording a range of meanings for a word, but it

cannot define exactly what the writer originally

meant. It can get us in the ballpark, but to get

the meaning intended, we must consider the

immediate context. We must consider how this

word is used by others (within the same time

11
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period), and we must consider how the author

tends to use the word elsewhere.”

2. “Second, we must remember a word never

means its full range of meaning at one time. This

error typically looks like this: We take our

dictionary, look up the word in question, and

then begin to mull on every definition of the

word and think about every possible nuance and

how it may shade the meaning of the Bible verse.

The problem is the author did not intend every

possible meaning (especially for words that have

accumulated centuries of definitions) ...The

author is no doubt hovering in some specific

range of meaning, but he does not intend for us

to employ every definition... the most important

thing to search for is not every meaning, but the

meaning the author intends.”
4

4
Griz, Derek. “How to Use a Bible Dictionary.” Hobo

Theology, May 2017,

www.hobotheology.com/how-to-use-a-bible-dictionary/.

Accessed 16 Sept. 2021.
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Fear
(fēr) noun, verb

___________________________________

‘Fear’ may induce panic and call to mind the

dark or clowns. But, like so many English words, it

has multiple definitions. For example, “I’m afraid I

can’t make it that day. Can we reschedule?”

When we hear a word used in the world, we

use context clues to interpret the speaker’s

meaning. We do the same in the Bible, but we have

confidence there that that original, inspired word

isn’t up for subjective interpretation. We can

approximate it in its ancient language to know what

definition of the modern word best applies.

So, let’s look at four words used in the Bible

that the ESV
5

translates as some derivation of ‘fear.’

Then, I’ll discuss modern situations where ‘fear’ is

uncritically utilized.

………………………………………………………………………….

יֵָרא6
pronounced: yahr-ay

definition: reverent

6
The Hebrew and Greek spellings, pronunciations,

definitions, and example verses I found on

blueletterbible.org unless otherwise noted.

Hebrew-speaking friends edited some of the

pronunciations.

5
Throughout this eBook, I use the ESV, unless otherwise

noted.
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“And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered

my servant Job, that there is none like him on the

earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God

and turns away from evil?” Job 1:8

see also: Genesis 22:12, Deuteronomy 20:8, 1 Kings

18:3, Psalms 22:23, Proverbs 14:2, Ecclesiastes

8:13, Jonah 1:9

………………………………………………………………………….

ָחֵרד
pronounced: khaw-rad'

definition: tremble, quake, to be anxiously careful

“Is a trumpet blown in a city,

and the people are not afraid?

Does disaster come to a city,

unless the Lord has done it?” Amos 3:6

see also: Leviticus 26:6, Deuteronomy 28:26, Job

11:19

………………………………………………………………………….

δειλός

pronounced: di-los'

definition: timid

“for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power

and love and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 (the Greek

for fear here, ‘delia,’ is rooted in δειλός)

see also: Matthew 8:26, Mark 4:40, Revelation 21:8

………………………………………………………………………….
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φόβος

pronounced: fob'-os

definition: dread, terror, awe,
7

respect, reverence

“And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and

fear fell upon him.” Luke 1:12

see also: Matthew 10:26, Luke 5:26, Acts 2:43, Acts

5:5, Romans 13:7, Ephesians 5:21, 1 John 4:18

………………………………………………………………………….

We can see the biblical use of fear

expressing, among others: a reverence for God, a

shaking in our boots, and fear as the opposite of

boldness.

God inspired a unique word for each

definition in the original language because he’s

telling us something we miss when we use the

catch-all ‘fear.’ In contrast, consider these modern

situations where ‘fear’ is too one-dimensional to be

helpful, or even correct.

Commutes give little time and great

distraction for radio listeners to think critically and

prepare their hearts for a day of work as unto the

Lord. Still, surely Christian radio station hosts

could say more than they do. The lessons they

preach are little more than self-esteem boosters and

contemporary Christian music rarely sings theology

7
‘Awe,’ ‘respect,’ and ‘reverence’ as fitting translations of

φόβος come from the STEP Bible.

Cambridge, UK: Tyndale House, 2018.

www.stepbible.org/?q=strong=G5401|version=ESV&opt

ions=HVNUG&qFilter=G5401. Accessed 11 October

2021.
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deeper than what’s taught in children’s Sunday

schools. Rampant in these feel-good ministries is a

vague use of ‘fear.’

‘Fear’ is treated as a negative vibe. As God

spoke the world into existence, what’s said and

sung on the radio infers we can speak fear out of

existence, at least within our personal trials.

A popular verse to speak against ‘fear’ is 1

John 4:18.

“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.

For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears

has not been perfected in love.”

A contextualized (4:13-21) interpretation

clarifies that this isn’t about loving harder to

eliminate ‘fear.’ John is referring to a fear that one

won’t be accepted into heaven on Judgment Day; a

fear (φόβος: dread) Christians need not have

because we know  we will be seen–because we are

seen–as having God’s righteousness (2 Corinthians

5:21).

When we speak, as the radio does, of a

generalized presence of fear in our lives, we aren’t

recognizing where it’s coming from or why it’s

there, only that it’s bad and needs to go. The Bible

doesn’t talk about ‘fear’ so vaguely.

‘Fear’ is sometimes a result of our own sin.

In those instances, we have to get specific. Proverbs

28:13 and 1 John 1:9 promise complete forgiveness

for the Christian if we “confess our sins.” But, if we

consider ‘fear’ as only a bad feeling, we can’t repent

of it. We need to look deeper and confess when

16
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what we call ‘fear’ may be the sins of worry or a

desire for control coming from a distrust in God’s

promises for provision and protection.

Another misuse of ‘fear’ is when it’s

singularly attributed to the behaviors of others.

This use of ‘fear’ paints a straw man portrait of

those being criticized and invokes the logical fallacy

of a single cause: that there is only one possible

reason for some effect. See three examples of this

misuse.

● Critics of the danger of COVID-19 accused

those who chose to stay in their home of

“living in fear.” But, those who

self-quarantined for perhaps longer than

they needed to may have had several

reasons to do so: convenience,

immunocompromised family members, or

unstable job situations.

● Some critics of Christianity accuse the

converted as doing so only out of a fear of

hell. But though someone who becomes a

Christian may, at first, be scared of hell, true

faith doesn’t rest in only that.

● Those espousing a biblical belief of

homosexuality are accused of being afraid of

gay people.
8

(See more on this in the Phobic

& Toxic chapter.) Yet, someone who rejects

the claim that homosexuality is a natural

behavior isn’t necessarily out to get gays.

8
For the Bible Tells Me So. Directed and Produced by

Daniel Karslake, 2007.
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I’m arguing for specificity and honesty when

we use ‘fear.’ Is it a bad sensation or is it sin? Is it a

simplistic assumption for why someone behaves, or

is it a true fear of God leading someone to obey

him? The former in both questions are ‘fear’

according to our modern interpretations. However,

rather than redefining it, we should reword our

modern thinking.

18
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Love
(luhv) noun, verb

___________________________________

In elementary school, we learned not to use

a word to define itself. Yet, “love is love” is the

mantra of the sexual revolution of the 21st century.

According to that Language Arts rule, “love

is love” is nonsensical. In fact, the phrase employs

two definitions of love simultaneously in the

attempt to broaden the meaning of ‘love.’
9

Because

this catchphrase originated in the marriage equality

conversation, we know the point being made: all

relationships are equally valid.

Of course, if ‘love’ is only a mutual romantic

and emotional connection between people, then

“love is love” is a logical conclusion–especially if

you are okay with bucking God’s establishment of

humanity.
10

But ‘love' is much more than feelings,

partnership, or sex; it’s even more than marriage.

Christians believe God is ‘love’ (1 John 4).

But God is not everything we think ‘love’ is; ‘love’ is

everything that God is. Author of The Rule of Love,

Jonathan Leeman, explains:

“God’s own character gives us the definition and

standards of love. Dictionary writers should observe God

and then draft their definition of love on that basis.

10
See Genesis 2:18-24 and Ephesians 5:31-32.

9
I have Pastor Derek Griz to thank for pointing this out.
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Anything called love that does not have its source in God

is not love.”
11

So, we search the Bible to discover the many

expressions of ‘love.’

………………………………………………………………………….

ָאַהב
pronounced: ah-hav

This is used in Proverbs 13:24 to show parental

love:

“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who

loves him is diligent to discipline him.”

It’s used to describe the friendship between

David and Jonathan.

“As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the

soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and

Jonathan loved him as his own soul...Then

Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he

loved him as his own soul.” 1 Samuel 18:1,3

The Blue Letter Bible defines ָאַהב as: human

love for another, including family, and sexual;

human appetite for objects; human love for or to

11
Leeman, Jonathan. “God is love vs. love is god.” World,

22 Dec. 2019.

www.wng.org/roundups/god-is-love-vs-love-is-god-1617

225610. Accessed 2 March 2021.
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God; God’s love toward man; and to like

something.
12

So, it is also used for:

● Abraham’s love of Isaac (Genesis 22:2).

● the favoritism for Esau, Jacob, and Joseph

by Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob respectively.

● Samson’s love for Delilah and her

subsequent manipulation of that love.

● Amnon’s lustful rape of his half-sister (2

Samuel 13).

● God’s love of Solomon at his birth.

● the command to love God with all our heart,

soul, and might in Deuteronomy 6.

● God’s love of righteousness throughout the

Psalms.

● the LORD’s love for judgment.

………………………………………………………………………….

ּדֹוד
pronounced: dode

The Old Testament uses ּדֹוד to describe the

idea of a loved one or beloved. It is used by the

adulteress in Proverbs 7 to describe the nocturnal

activities she desires with her prey. This mirrors the

activities rightfully engaged in by the lovers in Song

of Solomon who also use .ּדֹוד

………………………………………………………………………….

12
"H158 - 'ahaḇ - Strong's Hebrew Lexicon (KJV)." Blue

Letter Bible. Web. 19 May, 2021.

www.blueletterbible.org//lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Stro

ngs=H158&t=KJV
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ֶחֶסד
pronounced: kheh'-sed

There’s nothing like ֶחֶסד in the English

language. It’s a characteristic that only God has

perfected. The Blue Letter Bible defines it as

goodness, kindness, and faithfulness.
13

Various

English Bible translations use mercy,

lovingkindness, goodness, and steadfast love.

Tim Mackie of Bible Project describes ֶחֶסד as

loyal love.

ֶחֶסד“ describes an act of promise-keeping loyalty that is

motivated by deep, personal care.”
14

Mackie images Ruth who remains with her

mother-in-law Naomi, though their familial

connection died. On a perfect level, ֶחֶסד often relates

to God’s loyalty to his covenants and promises to

his people.
15

………………………………………………………………………….

ἀγαπάω

pronounced: ag-ap-ah'-o

Ἀγαπάω is the root word for ‘love’ that

manifests as goodwill, affection, benevolence, and

beloved. It is used in John 3:16 and the Father’s

identification of Jesus at his Son’s baptism.

15
Ibid.

14
Mackie, Tim. “Loyal Love.” YouTube, uploaded by

BibleProject, 12 Jan 2021,

www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfbyFLgs_NM

13
"H2617 - ḥeseḏ - Strong's Hebrew Lexicon (KJV)." Blue

Letter Bible. Web. 19 May, 2021.

www.blueletterbible.org//lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Stro

ngs=H2617&t=KJV
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………………………………………………………………………….

φιλαδελφία
pronounced: fil-ad-el-fee'-ah

Φιλάδελφος is the love of friends as brothers

and sisters. You can read of this in Romans 12:10,

Hebrews 13:1, or 1 Thessalonians 4:9 where the

authors urged their readers toward community and

fellowship with like-minded believers.

………………………………………………………………………….

The Christian’s ‘love’ is a unique identifier.

Jesus commanded his disciples to love one another

as he loved them, and by this love, the world would

know they followed Jesus (John 13:31-35). Francis

Schaeffer considered ‘love’ The Mark of the

Christian.

“But Jesus did give the mark that will arrest the

attention of the world, even the attention of the modern

man who says he is just a machine. Because every man is

made in the image of God and has, therefore, aspirations

for love, there is something that can be in every

geographical climate–in every point of time–which

cannot fail to arrest his attention...What is it? The love

that true Christians show for each and not just for their

own party.”
16

“Love is love” is a reductionist view of ‘love.’

While it expands who and how many people can

love one another, it’s only speaking of a sexual,

romantic, or emotional relationship. Christians

know that everything God claims to be or anything

he has done is ‘love.’ He is our definition.

16
Schaeffer, Francis A. The Mark of the Christian. IVP

Books, 2006.
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Judgment
(juhj•muhnt) noun

___________________________________

We make judgments every day. Based on the

weather, we judge whether we should carry an

umbrella or wear a sweater. Depending on our

mood and our judgments on previous days, we

judge what to eat and what to do with our time. So,

in many ways, ‘judgment’ is nothing more than a

decision.

‘Judgment’ carries a weighty connotation, as

one synonym is ‘discrimination’ though it can also

be defined as the more neutral ‘discernment.’

I know this is a bit of wordplay, but if we

Christians don’t honestly consider what we’re

saying, we allow the world’s definitions to be the

only definitions.
17

The prevailing connotation of ‘judgment’ in

the United States today is a holier-than-thou

attitude. Someone who judges declares that another

has done something they shouldn’t–usually

according to the standards of the person doing the

judging.

Christians are often accused of being

‘judgmental.’ The irony is the accusers are making a

judgment of their own: judging is wrong.

17
The consequences of this are two-fold. If we adopt the

world’s definitions, we operate on falsities because God

has defined these massive truths. If we bring the world’s

definitions to our reading of the Bible, we’ll

misunderstand the Bible.
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As I said in the previous chapter, it’s

unhelpful to define a word using itself or its root.

Yet, the definitions of ‘judgmental’ in both

Dictionary.com and Merriam-Webster use ‘judge’

and ‘judgment.’ While this doesn’t necessarily

speak to the quality of these dictionaries or the

misuse of ‘judgmental’ in modern society, it is

telling that it’s the context that drives the use and

understanding of ‘judgmental.’ Of course, there are

other dictionaries and thesauruses that define

‘judgmental’ with its negative connotation. By

those, we know it means quick to criticize,

fault-finding, and snobbish.
18

However, ‘judging’ is a critical characteristic

of a Christian. In most cases, being ‘judgmental’ is

not the proper way for a Christian to ‘judge’

biblically. Yet, I suspect there are more cases where

biblical judgment comes across to non-Christians

as being ‘judgmental' than there are cases where a

Christian is wrongfully judgmental.

One pastor categorized the  ‘judging’ in the

New Testament as “out-of-bounds” and

“in-bounds.” The out-of-bounds judging is

‘judgmentalism’: nit-picking, slander, critical,

fault-finding, and being harsh in our assessment of

others.
19

It’s this “out-of-bounds judging” that the

19
Raby, Jared. “The Case Against Criticism.” Immanuel

Church, 11 Apr. 2021, Hardin Valley Academy, Knoxville,

TN. Sermon.

18
"judgmental." Cambridge Dictionary,

www.dictionary.cambridge.org/us/dictionary/english/ju

dgmental. Accessed 19 May 2021.
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world uses when they are offended by the

‘judgmentalism’ of Christians.

The “in-bounds judging” is seen in 1

Corinthians 8, when we are taught how to address

sin we see in our brothers and sisters in Christ. It is

proper to judge fellow Christians in a certain

manner. However, the judgment commanded

between Christians is misplaced at best and

misrepresenting the faith at worst when directed

toward non-Christians.

Let’s consider some examples of biblical

‘judgment.’

………………………………………………………………………….

ָׁשַפט
pronounced: shah-faht

This is used for the occupation of a judge as

well as a judge’s judgments (i.e. decrees and

decisions). ָׁשַפט is the role in which Moses served the

Israelites before his father-in-law recommended he

delegate the task to people with increasingly

localized jurisdiction (Exodus 18). It describes the

judges of that eponymous book which recounted

the increasingly corrupt leaders of Israel before God

gave them a king.

Many people naively separate “the God of

the Old Testament” and “the God of the New

Testament.” Christians know that he is one and the

same, but when ָׁשַפט is used, it refers to the

seemingly merciless actions of “the God of the Old

Testament.”

………………………………………………………………………….
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ִּדין
pronounced: deen

The root ִּדין translates to English as ‘judge.’

Its definitions include: to plead, to contend, to

govern, to quarrel, and to vindicate.

“Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the

rights of the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31:9

see also: Genesis 30:6, Psalm 72:2, Ecclesiastes

6:10, Zechariah 3:7.

………………………………………………………………………….

κρίνω

pronounced: kree'-no

In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul addresses an

instance of a man in the church of Corinth sleeping

with his father’s wife. This is offensive to our

modern sensibilities and Paul mentions that this

fornication was not common, even among Gentiles.

Yet, the Corinthian church was proud and boasting,

rather than mourning, that their brother in Christ

was in this sin, unrepentant and soon to be

removed from among them. It is here that Paul uses

κρίνω to say that even though he was not present in

Corinth he has already made his judgment. His

‘judgment’--his rule, his determination, his decree,

his pronouncement–was that the church was “to

deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of

the Lord.”

Κρίνω is also used in Matthew 5:1, a favorite

verse of so many who wish to do what they like. It
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reads, “Judge not, that you be not judged.” The ESV

translated κρίνω as ‘condemn’ in John 3:17 and

‘decided’ in Acts 20:16. Other familiar verses using

κρίνω include: Luke 7:43, Romans 14:5, Colossians

2:16, and Hebrews 13:4.

………………………………………………………………………….

A synonym I’ve already referred to for

‘judge’ is ‘test,’ in the sense of choose, discern, or

examine.

This is the word used in 1 John 4:1:

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the

spirits to see whether they are from God, for many

false prophets have gone out into the world.”

‘Test’ comes from the Greek word δοκιμάζω

(pronounced dok-im-ad'-zo). See its various

implications in the following verses. I’ve italicized

the English translation of δοκιμάζω since it’s not

the same word in each.

“You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the

appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not

know how to interpret the present time?” Luke

12:56

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by

testing you may discern what is the will of God,

what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Romans

12:2
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“Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of

the bread and drink of the cup.” 1 Corinthians 11:28

“And let them also be tested first; then let them

serve as deacons if they prove themselves

blameless.” 1 Timothy 3:10

A pastor who regularly spoke at the

university I attended would just as regularly say,

“Okay, Christians, I want to tell you something.

Non-Christians, you can tune out because this

doesn’t apply to you.” Non-Christians have not

committed to a life of obedience to God and the

Bible. They have moral compasses, be it a god or a

be-kind attitude, but they have no prerogative to

obey what the Bible says. This should not surprise

us and we should not hold them to the higher

standard that God commands of his elect.

‘Judgment’ is right, especially between

Christians. ‘Judgment’ also exists as God’s

punishment and sentence on those he knows to be

deserving of it. ‘Judgment’ is also simply a

discernment among options.

Non-Christians are right to rebuke

judgmentalism where the rationale for right and

wrong is a Christian’s personal preferences. But,

when the judgment originates in God’s revealed

principles, it is up to the non-Christian to criticize

it.
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Part II

The World’s Virtues and
Vices
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The first half of this eBook considered

concepts that are truly understood using God’s

created definitions. I noted ways that our moment

in time has forgotten and changed what those

words mean. Christians must use the Bible as our

dictionary as we navigate a world in which not even

church members read it regularly. To make sense of

the world, we have to see it as God created it.

The way the world uses words is

one-dimensional (as with “Love is love”) or

doublespeak (as with “Don’t judge me”) in order to

justify themselves. Yet, for our benefit, God has

revealed the fullness of a word, especially to his

elect. It is in this fullness that we Christians should

hear and say the words irresponsibly used by the

world.

For the rest of this eBook, I’ll discuss terms

that aren’t literally in the Bible. These are English

words loaded with cultural context. The prosperity

of these terms in modern society demands that we

consider them.
20

English translations of the Bible

may not specifically use these words, but there are

ample principles in the Bible to help us understand

them correctly.

Before we begin, remember that, like the

Detroiter to the Bostonians in the introduction,

Christians and non-Christians will always

20
For other terms the world has misinterpreted, I

recommend C. S. Lewis’ essay ‘Christian Apologetics’,

which is included in God in the Dock, a compilation by

Walter Hooper of Lewis’ otherwise unpublished essays

and lectures.
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misunderstand each other, at least on the surface.

In an episode of his podcast Ask Pastor John, John

Piper explained why.

“The root issue is that the claim to have an infallible

Bible undermines the...fundamental assumption...that

human identity is self-constructed, not God-given. Any

group, therefore, that claims to have access to an

infallible word of God that dictates human identity and

human right and wrong is a manifest threat to human

autonomy.”
21

Piper’s dichotomy of authority figures is

posthumously supported by Francis Schaeffer in his

TV series How Shall We Then Live?

“The heart of the Christian message is that through the

substitutionary death of Christ we can return to God.

Our true moral guilt is removed on the basis of Christ’s

work. But on the other hand, as far as faith in humanism

is concerned, the central thing is not the acceptance of

Christ as Savior, but the fact that we have absolute truth

in contrast to relative truth. This is the real tension. Are

we merely beginning with man as autonomous? Or is

there truth from a personal God that gives us real

absolutes, and therefore we’re not only dealing with

statistical averages?”
22

If we reject God’s authority, there is only

man’s. With these contrasting presuppositions, it’s

22
“Episode II: The Middle Ages.” How Should We Then

Live?, narrated by Francis Schaeffer, produced by Billy

Zeoli, broadcast on Vision Video, January 1977.

21
Piper, John. “Critical Race Theory, Part 2.” Ask Pastor

John, 24 Nov. 2020,

www.desiringgod.org/interviews/critical-race-theory-pa

rt-2
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no surprise that the world doesn’t think like

Christians do. We believe that which God has

established.

The late comedian, Mitch Hedberg, had the

following joke:

“I saw a commercial on late-night TV, it said, ‘Forget

everything you know about slipcovers.’ So, I did. And it

was a load off my mind. Then the commercial tried to

sell slipcovers, but I didn't know what the hell they

were.”
23

Amusingly, this is what we should do as

Christians. When we become a Christian, we assent

to God as our Lord and Savior. The simplest way

forward is to forget everything we know of the

world’s conjectures, then read the Bible and talk

with God to know and understand the world how he

made it.

Yet, we shouldn’t be oblivious to how the

world uses the words addressed in the following

chapters. Rather, we should consider these words

first through the lens of Scripture. What does God

say about these concepts, these man-made virtues

and vices?

23
“Mitch Hedberg - Just for Laughs 2004.” YouTube,

uploaded by Chris C, 19 June 2008.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqyiHlRGn5s
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Acceptance & A�rmation
(ak•sep•tuhns & af•er•mey•shuhn)

nouns
___________________________________

Have you ever seen the “Y’all means all” sign

on the front entrance of a store in the South? The

inference is that they welcome customers of every

walk of life, political affiliation, race, and religion,

but primarily sexual orientation. That’s not terribly

problematic for businesses wanting to make a buck.

It becomes an issue when open doors are the

expectation for all places of service–especially those

whose operation is directed by a dictionary that

hasn’t been edited for almost two millennia.

So, should Christians admit anyone to their

church? On the whole, yes. We’re commanded to

preach the good news to all people. If Paul’s

dramatic conversion and the thief on the cross who

was promised paradise are any indication, no one is

too far gone to be saved.

The question then is not admittance to a

church building, but acceptance and affirmation

into the body of Christ. Should Christians accept

and affirm all people? No, not according to the

world’s definitions.

Some of Merriam-Webster's listings under

‘accept’ include: to give admittance or approval to;

to endure without protest or reaction; to regard as

proper, normal, or inevitable; to recognize as true;

to believe. And for ‘affirmation’: validation,
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confirmation, an expression of a strong belief in or

dedication to something.

Author Rosaria Butterfield made a

distinction between ‘accept’ and ‘approve’ when a

friend came out to her as a lesbian. Her friend knew

she wouldn’t approve but Butterfield pointed out

they had remained friends for years despite not

approving of each other’s take on “Pixar films,

chicken nuggets, or spankings.”
24

A former

lesbian-identifying feminist herself, Butterfield was

ministered to by a couple who understood and

practiced the difference—when acceptance meant

acknowledging someone believes a thing without

subscribing to it yourself. Yet, Butterfield does

observe that to many in today’s LGBTQ community,

‘acceptance’ is the same as ‘approval,’ a fact

evidenced in Webster’s definitions in the previous

paragraph.

With those definitions, we now consider

what  the world wants us “to give admittance or

approval to,” “to regard as normal,” and “to

recognize as true.” What is the world expecting

churches and Christians to “validate” and

“confirm?” What are we being asked to okay?

To begin, I don’t consider today’s social

justice issues salvific. That is, I don’t believe you

will be barred from heaven if you voted to legalize

gay marriage or abortion. Positions on these issues

have wrongly become synonymous with being a

Christian and entering heaven. Further, if you

24
Butterfield, Rosaria. The Gospel Comes with a House

Key. Crossway, 2018.
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yourself have had an abortion or legally united with

someone of the same sex, you are not necessarily

damned. Still, with the Holy Spirit’s leading, I

believe an accurate interpretation of Scripture

illuminates that homosexuality, and any other

sexual immorality, is a sin.

While I would welcome any person who

identifies as L, G, B, T, Q, or otherwise into my

home and church because of their inherent

personhood, I argue  Christians can neither ‘accept’

nor ‘affirm’ the identity they claim and live.
25

The

lifestyle of an active member of the LGBTQ

community is in direct contrast to our God-given

identity.

Recall John Piper’s quote from the previous

section. To claim and believe in an infallible Bible is

diametrically opposed to the authority of human

autonomy. The terms we use to categorize

ourselves, how we identify, are mere preferences

and not absolutes. We are who God says we are.

Christians must not accept nor affirm other

things as well, not just sexually immoral identities.

The world’s definitions of ‘acceptance,’ and

‘affirmation’ teach that it’s most loving to give a

25
I have heard attempts to divorce homosexuality from

“being gay.” The thought is that “being gay” is the

additional habits and personality traits on top of the

homosexual preference. But if a man isn’t sexually

attracted to men, would he call himself gay because he is

more emotionally sensitive than the stereotyped man,

because he dresses flamboyantly, or talks at a higher

pitch? No, the gay lifestyle is inseparable from its

motive: homosexuality.
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blanket “thumbs-up” to anything a person believes.

But, to okay someone without critique isn’t loving.

To truly care for another person, you do what is

best for them, or at least what you believe to be best

for them. And what’s best for them isn’t always

what they believe.

Remember ?ָאַהב It’s used in Proverbs 13:24:

“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who

loves him is diligent to discipline him.”

Children don’t want to be punished, but the

parent knows what’s best for the child. They might

smack the hand away from a toddler to teach them

not to touch a stove, because they love them. The

parents of a teenager might delay letting them buy a

car until they show greater mental maturity because

they love them.

We ‘love’ fully when we act according to

what’s best for someone. To affirm someone’s belief

in an untruth is to not ‘accept’ nor ‘affirm’ them in

order to truly ‘love’ them.
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Tolerance
(tol•er•uhns) noun

___________________________________

Before the Boy Scouts of America went

bankrupt from lawsuits over sexual abuse

allegations, decisions were made–perhaps

unrelated–that its founders could not have

imagined would come from the same entity they

established.

In 2013, the Boy Scouts (BSA) permitted

scouts who identified as gay to join their ranks.
26

This was an about-face from an official statement

made only six months prior, reiterating the

standard they held for almost a century: excluding

gays “is absolutely the best policy for the Boy

26
Do not allow the frequency with which I address

homosexuality in this and previous chapters represent

an outsized hatred of that sin. In my opinion,–because

the Bible teaches it–stealing a paper clip is as damnable

as homosexuality (Romans 3:9-12, James 2:10, and 4:17)

and, as such, is equally forgiven once confessed (Luke

7:36-48, Colossians 2:13-14, and 1 John 1:9). Yet, it so

happens that homosexuality is a very tangible, culturally

relevant sin and manifestations of its consequences are

apt examples to make my arguments.
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Scouts.”
27

Scout leaders identifying as gay were the

next logical chip to fall and did so in 2015.
28

Though claimed as unconnected,
29

mere

months after a scout identifying as transgender was

ousted from her troop in New Jersey,
30

the BSA

allowed transgender scouts admittance to their

programs. The gender lines blurred, and this paved

the way for confessing females to join the Boy

Scouts.

While the Girls Scouts have historically been

more progressive,
31

there was, among some, a sense

that the gendered programming was not separate

31
They were racially desegregated in the 1950s to the

boys’ 1974. In 1993, girl scouts could replace “serve God”

in their Promise with any preferred phrase. They’ve

never barred homosexual members and admitted those

who identified as transgender in 2011, which is six years

before the boys did. Source.

30
Victor, Daniel. “Cub Scouts Kick out Transgender Boy

in New Jersey.” The New York Times, 31 Dec. 2016,

www.nytimes.com/2016/12/30/us/cub-scouts-transgen

der.html. Accessed 18 January 2022.

29
Tribune News Services. “Boy Scouts Will Allow

Transgender Children Who Identify as Boys into

Programs.” Chicago Tribune, 22 Aug. 2019,

www.chicagotribune.com/nation-world/ct-boy-scouts-tr

ansgender-children-20170130-story.html. Accessed 18

January 2022.

28
Leopold, Todd. “Boy Scouts Change Policy on Gay

Leaders.” CNN, 28 July 2015,

www.cnn.com/2015/07/27/us/boy-scouts-gay-leaders-f

eat/index.html. Accessed 17 January 2022.

27
Associated Press. “After Review, Boy Scouts Reaffirm

Ban on Gays.” Fox News, 7 Jan. 2015,

www.foxnews.com/us/after-review-boy-scouts-reaffirm-

ban-on-gays. Accessed 17 January 2022.
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but equal. And in 2017, Scouts BSA (renamed to

encompass the supposed gender spectrum) ensured

that all its programs were open to both boys and

girls
32

and, presumably, children who consider

themselves transgender.

In reporting, the argument was regularly

made that these concessions over membership were

in response to the decreasing enrollment in the

BSA. Of note, the Mormon Church, a religion that

had historically provided the BSA with a greater

percentage of troops than any Christian or

otherwise denomination,
33

dropped its sponsorship

of the scouts and developed their own version. ABC

News reported that this was precisely because of

the BSA’s inclusion of gays, girls, and

transgenders.
34

However, a church spokesman said

the inclusion of these minority groups “was not the

34
Fields, Gary, and Brady McCombs. “Mormon Leader:

We Didn’t Leave Boy Scouts, They Left Us.” ABC News,

15 Nov. 2019,

www.abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/mormon-leader-di

dnt-leave-boy-scouts-left-us-67048106. Accessed 20

January 2022.

33
“The scouting story continues: Mormon Church severs

ties with Boy Scouts of America” The Briefing, 12 May

2017,

www.albertmohler.com/2017/05/12/briefing-05-12-17.

Accessed 18 January 2022.

32
Bacon, John. “Boy Scouts Are Dropping the Word ‘Boy’

from Flagship Program; Girl Scouts Shrug.” USA Today,

2 May 2018,

www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2018/05/0

2/boy-scouts-scouts-bsa-girls-joining-cub-scouts/57203

6002/. Accessed 19 January 2022.
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reason at all” for the church’s defection from the

BSA though he remained vague about exactly why.
35

Whether the BSA reneged its long-held

convictions on homosexuals and gender-based

segregation out of financial need or because its

leaders came to a new belief about the definition of

boys and girls can be debated. But, it is indisputable

that as the BSA tolerated the admittance of scouts

then leaders identifying as gay, and next, those

identifying as transgender, and finally, girls, not

only did the institution’s name change but also its

makeup and thus, purpose. It was no longer what it

was created to be; to argue the calamity of that

misses the point.

Dictionary.com has three primary

definitions for ‘tolerance.'

1. a fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward

those whose opinions, beliefs, practices, racial or

ethnic origins, etc., differ from one’s own;

freedom from bigotry.

2. a fair, objective, and permissive attitude toward

opinions, beliefs, and practices that differ from

one’s own.

a. interest in and concern for ideas, opinions,

practices, etc., foreign to one’s own; a liberal,

undogmatic viewpoint.

And for ‘tolerate’:

35
Hauser, Christine. “Mormon Church Ends Sponsorship

of Boy Scouts for Older Teenagers.” The New York

Times, 11 May 2017,

www.nytimes.com/2017/05/11/us/mormons-boy-scouts

.html. Accessed 19 January 2022.
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to allow the existence, presence, practice, or act of

without prohibition or hindrance; permit.

You may have noticed that a keyword in

these definitions is ‘permissive.’ According to the

same source, ‘permissive’ is “habitually or

characteristically accepting or tolerant of

something, [such] as social behavior or linguistic

usage, that others might disapprove or forbid.” This

is something to be aware of when we are ‘tolerant’

of others.

The Christian is convinced of the supremacy

of our faith, that Jesus is the only way to heaven.

He is the way, the truth, and the life. So, it follows

that a non-Christians’ posits of how to get to heaven

is  wrong if it conflicts with the teachings of Christ.

In Misreading Scripture with Western

Eyes, co-author Brandon O’Brien said this on the

modern understanding of ‘tolerance’:

“I… teach Introduction to World Religions at a secular

college. Among my students, the American virtue of

tolerance is regularly on full display. Students may roll

their eyes or smirk now and then at notions of the

supernatural that they consider quaint or naïve, but if

you press them, they know better than to criticize

anyone’s religious beliefs outright. Their instinctive

tolerance leads them to say silly things such as, ‘All of the

world’s religions are true.’ It would make more sense to

say that they are all false. But that would be intolerant.”
36

36
O'Brien, Brandon J., and E. Randolph Richards.

Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes. IVP Books,

2012.
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Certainly, we have a responsibility to respect

other people. But, in our respect, we don’t tell

partial, strictly palatable truths nor slowly

ingratiate faith doctrines until the non-Christian

comes around. We correct them where needed at

the level the relationship allows.

We shouldn’t permit beliefs that Scripture

forbids. Sure, we can vary how we challenge an

errant belief based on the situation. But we

shouldn’t silently nod along as we allow someone to

believe something that keeps them on the wide road

to hell.

To that point, O’Brien continues:

“Tolerance is clearly not a biblical virtue. God declared to

his people because of their tolerance, ‘I am determined

to bring disaster on you and to destroy all Judah’ (Jer

44:11). Western Christians feel the tension of wanting to

affirm the uniqueness of Christ and the truth of the

gospel while at the same time being perceived as tolerant

of the beliefs of others. This isn’t easy to do, considering

Jesus said things like, ‘Enter through the narrow gate.

For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to

destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the

gate and narrow the road that leads to life; and only a

few find it; (Mt 7:13-14).’”
37

The modern interpretation of ‘tolerance’ is

ancient, having been practiced and perfected by

God’s chosen people. The Old Testament records

the Israelites’ repeated instances of disobedience of

God’s commands and their punishment thereof.

37
Ibid. O’Brien quotes from the NIV.
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Solomon more or less began this

generational sin of open-arms tolerance when he

married not one but seven hundred women, many

from other nations. Read this from 1 Kings 11:

“Now King Solomon loved many foreign women…from

the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the

people of Israel, ‘You shall not enter into marriage with

them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will

turn away your heart after their gods.’...He had 700

wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And

his wives turned away his heart…after other gods, and

his heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was

the heart of David his father…So Solomon did what was

evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the

Lord, as David his father had done.

“Then Solomon built a high place of Chernosh the

abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination

of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.

And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made

offerings and sacrificed to their gods. And the Lord was

angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned away

from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to

him twice, and had commanded him concerning this

thing, that he should not go after other gods. But he did

not keep what the Lord commanded.

“Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, ‘Since this has

been your practice and you have not kept my covenant

and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely

tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your

servant. Yet for the sake of David your father I will not

do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of

your son. However, I will not tear away all the kingdom,

but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David

my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have

chosen.’ And the Lord raised up an adversary against

Solomon, Hadad the Edomite.”
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Successive kings and judges were likewise

disobedient to God, routinely more unrighteous

than their predecessor. This pattern largely

stemmed from the integration of other nations

whose god was not the LORD.

With sin, the slippery slope argument is no

logical fallacy; it’s a veritable trajectory. If we

‘tolerate’ the world, allowing the practice or

existence of sinful behaviors and heretical beliefs in

the church or in our mind, we will end up rebelling

against God.

A pastor and a rabbi offered these

commendable alternatives to the world’s definition

of ‘tolerance.’

“Tolerance isn’t about not having beliefs. It’s about how

your beliefs lead you to treat people who disagree with

you.”
38

“Tolerance is the positive and cordial effort to

understand another’s beliefs, practices, and habits

without necessarily sharing or accepting them.”
39

Worldly tolerance is unloving. We must

proclaim the truth of the Bible, not forcing it on

39
Hoover, A.J. Don’t You Believe It!. Chicago, Moody

Press, 1982.

38
@timkellernyc. “Tolerance isn't about not having

beliefs. It's about how your beliefs lead you to treat

people who disagree with you.” Twitter, 28 June 2018,

2:39 p.m.,

www.twitter.com/timkellernyc/status/10124050220160

69633.
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non-Christians, but also not adapting it to fit the

world’s virtues and vices.
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Phobic & Toxic
(foh•bik & toks•ik) adjectives

___________________________________

In science class, we learned  hydrophobic

substances repel water. It's easy to teach students

that some substances “hate” water or that a plant

“wants” to lean towards the sun as it grows, but this

personification is only an analogy to show an

organism’s tendency to do something, not a result

of its will.

Those who label others “homophobic” or

“xenophobic” apply that personifying definition of

‘-phobic’ to mean a hateful revulsion of gays or

foreigners. It’s inciting to say someone hates a

group of people, but its lethality amounts to blanks

from a water gun because it’s a distraction from the

point being made.

Similarly, just as no one would let their

child–or anyone’s child –ingest toxic liquid, placing

the adjective ‘toxic’ in front of ‘theology,’

‘masculinity,’ or ‘Christianity’ immediately calls

into question the inferred credibility or safety of

that thing. ‘Toxic’ is a charged adjective. It’s used to

stigmatize something without stating why it should

be avoided.

‘Phobic’ and ‘toxic’ are persuasive, but their

potency relies on several logical fallacies, chief of

which is the ad hominem. This is when the subject

is discredited without addressing the points being

made. Basically, it’s name-calling.

47



The Christian’s Dictionary

In an episode of Thinking Out Loud with

Alan Shlemon, the eponymous host said the use of

‘-phobic’ is intended to make you “so afraid of being

labeled ‘-phobic,’ that you’ll change your position,

or, at least, you’ll never express that position in

public.”
40

So, when someone is branded a homophobe,

transphobe, or xenophobe, the attempt is to taint

anything else that person says. It works, at least on

those that don’t think critically.

Consider this personal account by Shlemon

from the same podcast episode.

“I was invited to speak at a secular university about the

subject of abortion...I gave a scientific defense for the full

humanity of the unborn, from the moment of

conception. During [a Q&A] time...somebody got up to

the microphone and said to me this, ‘Well, you’re just

anti-woman!’

“Now remember, the event topic was about whether the

unborn is a human being and I presented scientific

evidence that the unborn is a human being from the

moment of conception. Now, notice that whether I’m

anti-woman, or pro-woman, has no bearing on whether

the evidence I provided was true.

“Even if I were anti-woman, how would that affect the

scientific evidence I presented? I could be anti-woman, I

could be homophobic, I could be racist. In fact, I could

literally be Hitler and that would still have absolutely no

impact on the arguments I presented that day. Whether

or not the unborn is a human being is solely based on

40
Shlemon, Alan. “The Fear of ‘Phobic.’” Thinking Out

Loud with Alan Shlemon. 21 Feb. 2021.

https://www.str.org/w/the-fear-of-phobic-1
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the merits of my evidence, and not on my identity or my

character.”
41

Next, recall Rev. Plunkett’s tweet from the

Introduction:

“As a pastor, I want to encourage folks to avoid toxic

theology today (and every day). ‘No matter what

happens, Jesus is King’ is a form of faith that invalidates

the lived experiences of faithful people all over the

country who have been harmed by this

administration.”
42

His use of ‘toxic’ is used to alert your

attention to theology he considers bad, wrong, and

harmful. As I discussed, God’s sovereignty is the

very opposite of bad to Christians and, logically,

non-Christians should be indifferent toward it. Still,

Rev. Plunkett’s maligning of certain theologies, and

this doctrine specifically, stains the reader’s

understanding of it before being allowed to study it

objectively.

Too commonly, an elected official is accused

of a sex scandal. The headlines quote his court

testimony, “I DID NOT HARASS THAT WOMAN.”

If that newspaper article is your introduction to the

story,  that he even had to deny an accusation

already skews your perception of the story. In your

42
See footnote 2 on page 6 for citation.

41
Ibid. As an aside, note that Shlemon’s slanderer

assumes that Shlemon presented a pro-life argument

solely to accost women. Why was this the respondent's

instinctive assumption? Perhaps they themself only

make claims with ulterior motives.
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mind, he is in a place of having to prove himself

innocent.
43

Likewise, if you’ve never stepped foot in a

church or opened a Bible and you read a reverend

tweeting that “No matter what, Jesus is King” is

“toxic,” you’re beginning your first study of the

theology of God’s sovereignty with the assumption

that it’s wrong. This is an unfair and illogical

starting point when studying what the Bible says.

When ‘toxic’ qualifies a thing–be it

masculinity, Christianity, theology, or waste–the

conversation rarely stops to assess the allegation.

The speaker intends to move along with the

assumption that everyone agrees  the thing is toxic.

‘-Phobic’ and ‘toxic’ are nothing more than

name-calling. They are the oft-successful attempt to

damage the reputation of a thing without

addressing the issues being talked about.

‘-Phobic’ and ‘toxic’ aren’t addressed in the

Bible, at least not explicitly. But their usage is

name-calling and slander and that is addressed in

the Bible.

The Ninth Commandment reads, “You shall

not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Isn’t

slandering someone bearing false witness against

them? See also:

“Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The

one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother,

speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you

43
I believe it was Dr. Kevin Sims who instructed me this

insight.
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judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.”

from James 4 (emphasis added)

“A man who bears false witness against his neighbor is

like a war club, or a sword, or a sharp arrow.” Proverbs

25:18

Regarding the manipulative use of ‘toxic,’ is

that not leading someone astray? Claiming

something is one way when it is not necessarily so

is deceptive. What does the Bible say about

misleading?

“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those

who act faithfully are his delight.” Proverbs 12:22

“A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who

breathes out lies will not escape.” Proverbs 19:5

“And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you

astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the

Christ,’ and they will lead many astray.” Matthew 24:4-5

“Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus

will be persecuted, while evil people and impostors will

go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and

have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it

and how from childhood you have been acquainted with

the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 2 Timothy

3:12-15

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as

there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly

bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master

who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift

destruction. And many will follow their sensuality, and
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because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.

And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.

Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their

destruction is not asleep.” 2 Peter 2:1-3

There may be proper times to use both

‘-phobic’ and ‘toxic.’ Whether in the conversation or

in later reflection, consider whether its use is

appropriate or leading. Doing so with Rev.

Plunkett’s tweet, for example, provides the

opportunity to discuss whether and why God’s

sovereignty would be harmful to the world. That is

a conversation you might not have previously

imagined having with a non-Christian.
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Conclusion
(kuhn•kloo•zhuhn) noun

___________________________________

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus

preached that “what comes out of the mouth

proceeds from the heart.” No word is used without

meaning. So, it’s important to consider what we say

because it reveals what we believe in our heart. In

fact, it also informs what we believe in our heart.

“We do not just say what we believe–we end up believing

what we say.”
44

Our culture’s definitions reveal a lack of the

full understanding of the words I’ve discussed.

‘Fear’ is treated euphemistically. ‘Love’ is nothing

more than free-for-all sexuality. ‘Judgment’ is only

being told what not to do. ‘Acceptance,’

‘affirmation,’ and ‘tolerance’ show disregard and

hate for a neighbor when they’re unchallenged in

errant beliefs. Claiming someone is ‘-phobic’ or that

something is ‘toxic' is name-calling, showing the

claimant to be an uncritical thinker.

Christians believe that the Bible, God’s

revealed Word, establishes the true order of the

world. We use our Creator’s definitions to know the

full sense of all these words and more. This allows

us to speak greater truth into a world that speaks

44
Alcorn, Randy. Heaven. Tyndale, 2004.
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one-dimensionally in their effort to continue

self-serving behavior.

If we believe God established the world, we

subscribe to everything he’s said about it. If we

truly believe Jesus is our Lord and Savior, we let

what he’s established to be the first and final

authority when it comes to the definitions of words.
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